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Report of the Portable Antiquities Scheme 2012

Edited by MICHAEL LEWIS

The Portable Antiquities Scheme (PAS) exists to 
record archaeological finds found by the public so 
that this information advances archaeological and 
historical knowledge. It was established in 1997 
as a series of pilot projects, and was subsequently 
extended in 2003 to cover the whole of England 
and Wales. Now the PAS is managed by the British 
Museum and principally funded by the Depart-
ment for Culture, Media and Sport (DCMS). 
Employed as part of the Scheme are 39 locally 
based archaeologists (known as Finds Liaison 
Officers, or FLOs), six period specialists (Finds 
Advisers) and a small Central Unit based at the 
British Museum. In 2012 the work of the PAS was 
also aided by 16 interns (funded by the Headley 
Trust) and 22 1volunteers, including people who 
have been trained to record their own finds under 
the guidance of local FLOs; in 2013 the Heritage 
Lottery Fund supported the development of the 
‘PASt Explorers: finds recording in the local com-
munity’ project to widen the Scheme’s volunteer 
base and enable outreach to more people.

All finds recorded by the PAS are logged on 
its online database (<http://finds.org.uk/database>) 
and are also made available to local Historic Envi-
ronment Records. Researchers who are registered 
with the PAS benefit from full access to the 
Scheme’s findspot data; it is also useful for us 
within the PAS to know how this data is being 
used. In 2012 the PAS recorded 73,903 finds, 
of which 16,373 (22.15%) were post-medieval or 
modern in date; the Scheme is necessarily selective 
in recording post-1700 finds. Those described 
below have been selected for discussion because of 
their rarity or research potential.

As in previous years, a number of post-
medieval toys feature in this report, including two 
coaches, a soldier, and a model of the British royal 
Coronation Chair. All are made of lead alloy, 
seemingly the medium of choice for many such 

objects, and all but one were found in London, 
where many lead-alloy objects are found in a good 
state of preservation thanks to the favourable con-
ditions of the Thames mud. It is arguable whether 
such objects are really toys for young minds, rather 
than models favoured by adults. Presumably, like 
today, ‘boys’ toys’ were enjoyed by those of all 
ages.

Also of note are two artefacts that functioned 
as identification markers for something else, but 
differed in their use. First, a vervel, once worn by a 
hunting bird so that its owner (in this case a former 
Prince of Wales who died before succeeding to the 
crown) could reclaim his property should it become 
lost. The relatively frequent discovery of these 
objects suggests (perhaps surprisingly so) that this 
was a common occurrence, assuming that it was 
the bird that was lost, rather than the vervel. Both 
circumstances are plausible as both were precious, 
though it seems more likely that an owner would 
have searched harder for a lost bird than a lost 
vervel. Humbler is a cloth seal, an object type 
found in significant numbers and used to mark 
cloth with the necessary quality marks so that it 
could be legitimately traded. In this case, the seal 
tells us that the cloth to which it was once attached 
was inadequate; perhaps then the label telling us 
so was willingly disregarded, or perhaps it simply 
became detached. 

The final objects considered are some items of 
numismatica, including a threepence piece minted 
by the Massachusetts Bay Colony. This item is 
of special interest since the date included on the 
coin was deliberately incorrect. Also noted are two 
medallions, produced as items of dedication to two 
kings judged unfavourably by history. One, asking 
God to bless King Charles I (r. 1625–49), was prob-
ably (although not definitely) produced before 
his execution. The other commemorates the return 
to health of George III (r. 1760–1820), nowadays 
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widely believed to have been suffering from 
long-term mental illness.1 Some objects recycled 
from coins are also described here. These include 
a penny of George I (r. 1714–27) or II (r. 1727–60) 
made into a trade token, a penny of George V 
(r. 1911–36) made into a pendant, and a farthing 
of George VI (r. 1936–52) made into a ring. 

A SELECTION OF FINDS RECORDED 
DURING 2012

1. Cley-next-the-Sea, Norfolk (PAS database: 
NMS-82AD63/2012 T88; finders Jason Jackson 
and Alan Daynes; identification and recording 
Steven Ashley, Historic Environment Service, 
Norfolk County Council, and Erica Darch, 
Norfolk FLO). 

Silver hawking vervel formed of a D-sectioned ring 
soldered onto the reverse of a shield-shaped plate 
(Figs 1 and 2). The flat outer face of the band is 
inscribed ‘Henrye Prince *’. The face of the shield 
is engraved with the badge of the Prince of Wales: 
three feathers rising through a coronet, with a 
scroll bearing the legend ‘ICH DIEN’ (a contrac-
tion of the German for ‘I serve’). Dimensions: 
diameter (of band) 10.5mm; height (of shield) 
10mm; width (of shield) 8mm; weight 1.37g.

The vervel is important since it is associated 
with Henry Frederick Stuart, Prince of Wales 
(1594–1612), the eldest son of James I of England 
(r. 1603–25) and Anne of Denmark. Henry was 
created Prince of Wales on 4 June 1610, but prede-
ceased his father, succumbing to typhoid fever on 
6 November 1612, aged 18. James’s son, Charles, 
thus succeeded Henry as Heir Apparent, subse-
quently being invested as Prince of Wales in 1616, 
and made king (Charles I) in 1625. It therefore 
seems likely that this object dates to between 1610 
and 1612, although it is known Henry assumed the 
title Prince of Wales before his investiture. 

Henry was an ambitious and bright young 
man, also known to enjoy all ‘princely sports’, 
including ‘hawking, hunting, running at the ring, 
leaping, riding of great horses, dancing, fencing’ 
and ‘tossing of the pike’.2 It seems he was a promis-
ing and popular prince, and in death was deeply 
mourned; his body lay in state at St James’s Palace 
for four weeks and over a thousand people were in 
his funeral cortege. Henry was said to be an ‘obdu-
rate Protestant’, in contrast to his younger brother 
who was sympathetic to Rome, and therefore 
had he become king history could have been very 
different — in all probability the English Civil 
Wars being averted. 

FIG. 1

No. 1: Silver hawking vervel, from Cley-next-the-Sea, 
Norfolk.

Other vervels recorded by the PAS have been 
found in the vicinity of great houses associated 
with the bird’s owner.3 It is therefore perhaps 
significant that this object was found about two 
miles from Bayfield Hall, the ancestral home of the 
Jermy family. At this time John Jermy (1555–1629) 
was the owner of Bayfield Hall, but to date it is 
not known whether Prince Henry ever visited this 
place, therefore explaining the loss of the vervel.
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2. Hemington, Somerset (PAS database: GLO-
20BE01; finder Paul Yarwood; identification and 
recording Kurt Adams, Gloucestershire & Avon 
FLO).

Cast lead-alloy octagonal medallion, with moulded 
decoration on both faces (Fig. 3). The obverse 
shows the crowned bust of Charles I (r. 1625–49), 
facing left with sceptre. Around the edge is a dou-
ble border containing alternating transverse lines 
and pellets. The reverse has the inscription ‘GOD/
BLES/KING/CHARL/ES[..]’ with retrograde Ss, 
surrounded by a double border containing pellets. 
The top of the pendant has two small knops which 
are probably the base of a loop. Dimensions: height 
37mm; width 30mm; depth 4mm; weight 14.33g.

A medallion of similar shape was found at 
Colyton, Devon (DEV-DB8181)4 (Fig. 4). Although 
fragmentary and worn, it does not seem that its 
double border is decorated on either face. How-
ever, like the example from Hemington, it has 
retrograde Ss in the inscription. Again the final 
letters in the inscription have proved impossible to 
decipher. Dimensions: height 37mm; width 16mm.

Such medallions are of a well-known type, of 
which copper-alloy and silver examples have been 
previously recorded.5 These objects were popular 
amongst supporters of the monarchy during the 
English Civil Wars of 1642–46 and 1648–49, though 
Charles I’s posthumous cult also enjoyed a signifi-
cant following upon the Restoration (1660) and 
amongst Catholic recusants. Some medallions 
have heraldic arms upon them, thus identifying 
the supporter.6 The relative close proximity of the 
two finds to one another (about 60 miles apart) 
perhaps suggests a West Country production for 
this medallion type. 

3. Postwick with Witton, Norfolk (PAS database 
NMS-3043C5; finder Roy Crawford; identifica-
tion and recording Andrew Rogerson, Historic 
Environment Service, Norfolk County Council, 
and Mary Chester-Kadwell, Norfolk FLO).

Two-part circular lead cloth seal of early to middle 
17th-century date (Fig. 5). The obverse shows the 
incomplete Arms of Norwich, of which the lion 
is clear to see.7 The reverse has the inscription: 
TO / NARO / WE for ‘too narrow’. Dimensions: 
diameter 17.5mm. 

Lead cloth seals are not rare finds — 233 were 
recorded by the PAS in 2012 — but only one other 
recorded with the Scheme has the inscription ‘too 
narrow’.8 Geoff Egan noted that there are two ba-
sic stamp types for deficient textiles in the Norfolk 
series, reading ‘too short’ and ‘too narrow’. Such 
seals are unique to that county, though seals for 
textiles with unspecified faults are known; such as 
‘F’ for faulty. Egan pondered whether ‘the county 
[Norfolk] produced more deficient textiles than 
was the case elsewhere, or whether searching and 
sealing here was just more efficient’. Whatever the 
case, it is clear that while such textiles did not con-
form to the established dimensions they were still 
catered for (rather than excluded by) the official 
system of searching.9 Egan listed at least four cloth 
seals which parallel the exact inscription on the 
find from Postwick with Witton, but this is the first 
recorded in its county of origin.10 

4. Fareham, Hampshire (PAS database HAMP-
936A71; finder Leslie Thomas; identification and 
recording Robert Webley, formerly Hampshire 
FLO, and John Naylor, Finds Advisor).

Base silver ‘pine tree’ threepence coin minted by 
the Massachusetts Bay Colony in the late 17th cen-
tury (Fig. 6). The obverse shows a pine tree with the 
inscription (barely visible) ‘[MASA]THVSE[TS]’ 
followed by a rosette of nine pellets. The reverse 
gives the date ‘1652’ with the denomination ‘III’ 

FIG. 2

No. 1: Silver hawking vervel, from Cley-next-the-Sea, 
Norfolk (drawing, J. Gibbons).
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FIG. 4

Lead-alloy medallion, from Colyton, Devon.

FIG. 3

No. 2: Lead-alloy medallion, from Hemington, Somerset.

below, and the inscription ‘NEWENGLAND’ fol-
lowed by a rosette of seven pellets. Although dated 
1652, this issue was only produced from 1667 to 
1682. The coin has been pierced at the bottom of 
the flan, presumably in order to allow it to be worn 
as jewellery, although if this were the case it would 
have hung upside down. Dimensions: diameter 
16.3 × 15.15mm; thickness 0.8mm; weight 0.96g.

Finds of early colonial American coinage are 
rare in this country, with only two others previ-
ously recorded by the PAS.11 These were the earli-
est colonial coins minted in America, and came 
after a period when commodity money had been 
legal tender, including corn and Native American 
wampum (shell tokens).12 The issues were, however, 
unofficial and produced among the confusion 
of the English Civil War and its aftermath, with 
production by John Hull of Boston beginning in 
1652 using locally made dies. All types showed 
trees on their obverse, with ‘willow’, ‘oak’ and 
‘pine’ varieties produced in several denominations, 
from two pence to a shilling (12 pence), albeit at a 
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FIG. 5

No. 3: Lead-alloy cloth seal, from Postwick with Wilton, Norfolk.

FIG. 6

No. 4: Base silver Massachusetts Bay Colony threepence, from Fareham, Hampshire.
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reduced weight; 22.5% lower than English coins in 
an attempt to stop their export, even if this proved 
unsuccessful with their adoption across colonial 
America. The ‘pine tree’ coins were the latest and 
most prolific, issued from 1667 although all show 
the date 1652 owing to the fact that the colony 
understood it had no rights to mint coinage, per-
haps wanting to create the illusion it only minted 
during the period immediately after the English 
Civil War.13 The success of the coins resulted in 
commodity money longer qualifying as legal ten-
der, with wampum de-monetized in 1661, although 
the English government ordered the final closure 
of the mint in 1684.14 

5. Southwark, London (PAS database SUR-
A98F83; finder Julian Farge; identification and 
recording David Williams, London FLO, and 
Lucy Ellis, formerly Surrey PAS Intern).

Worn and corroded lead-alloy equestrian figurine, 
showing a horse and rider, with cast detail on both 
faces (Fig. 7). The rider, who appears to have long 
hair, wears a wide-brimmed hat, a long buttoned 
coat with wide cuffs and long boots. Further 
details can be seen on the jacket, including pockets 
and a star. The figure also carries an object, which 

appears to be a baton or sword (or part thereof). 
The horse wears a harness, and saddle, and is 
shown moving at pace, although one fore leg and 
one hind leg are missing. It is likely that the figu-
rine once had a stand. Dimensions: height 48.6mm; 
length 37.05mm; weight 7.15g.

This figurine fits in with Hazel Forsyth and 
Geoff Egan’s Type 5, of 17th- or 18th-century date, 
which are flat-cast toys with details on both 
sides. They discuss that while such finds normally 
represent English soldiers, some are likely to be 
‘continental troops for particular war games and 
set-piece restaging of actual events’, the implica-
tion being that these ‘toys’ were also used by 
‘grown-ups with military connections’.15 The 
Southwark figurine is similar, but not identical, 
to those catalogued by Forsyth and Egan, although 
there are comparable examples on the PAS data-
base, again none is identical.16 

6. Westminster, London (PAS database LON-
623A31; finder Mark Jennings; identification and 
recording Kate Sumnall, London FLO).

Lead alloy openwork toy coach dating to the 
early 18th century (Fig. 8). It comprises a two-
dimensional coach with two passengers, one driver 

FIG. 7

No. 5: Lead-alloy equestrian figurine, from Southwark, London.
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FIG. 8

No. 6: Lead-alloy toy coach, from Westminster, London.

and a pair of horses set on a flat base, which would 
have enabled the object to stand upright. The 
lower parts of the horses’ legs are missing, as is that 
section of the base. Otherwise the toy is mostly 
complete, except for a few small decorative ele-
ments. Of note is the fact that the rear wheel is 
larger than that at the front. The coach is embel-
lished with pelleted lines, including a decorative 
swag on the coach door. Some details are shown, 
including a small step just below the door. The 
driver and passengers are shown in profile, wearing 
period costume, helping to date the piece. Dimen-
sions: height 40.25mm; length 79.10mm; thickness 
1.40mm; weight 13.97g.

Such items are not common discoveries, and 
therefore it is of interest that another toy coach, 
albeit fragmentary, was found on the Thames fore-
shore at Tower Hamlets (LON-73A4F2) in 2012 
(Fig. 9). Also made of lead alloy, this example 
consists of the body of the coach with its door, a 
step and one passenger. The body of the coach is 
exquisitely decorated with panels that are divided 
by twisted rope patterns. Within each panel there 
is a moulded element; including a flower (upper 
left panel) and foliage (on the coach door, and on 
the panels either side). Across the coach, at below-
window height, there is a narrow panel or border 
containing ring-and-dot motifs and foliage. The 
passenger, of uncertain gender, is shown in quarter 
profile, as if looking out of the window. Dimen-
sions: height 27.11mm; length 25.68 mm; thickness 
1.32mm; weight 2.07g.

Toy coaches are discussed by Hazel Forsyth 
and Geoff Egan, who note that most of the exam-
ples found in London seem to date to the late 16th 
and 17th centuries. The PAS find from Westmin-
ster, however, is likely to be later in date; described 
by Forsyth and Egan as an ‘early 18th-century flat 
version’ of the type.17 Broadly similar is a fragmen-
tary example, also from the Thames foreshore, 

London, of which only the body of the coach 
survives. This dates to the late 17th or early 18th 
century, based on the dress of the female (shown 
holding a fan) who sits within.18 Forsyth and Egan 
also list a ‘chaise with driver’. The wheel of this 
contraption is of similar construction — having 
transverse bars across the spokes — to those of 
the Westminster coach.19 It is dated to the 18th 
century. A parallel for the Tower Hamlets coach 
has not yet been identified.

7. Bradfield, West Berkshire (PAS database SUR-
CD7612; finder Andy Thompson; identification 
and recording David Williams, Surrey FLO, and 
David Higgins, clay pipe specialist).

Token made from a copper-alloy halfpenny of 
George I (r. 1714–27) or George II (r. 1727–60), 
which has been worn smooth and then stamped 
with various symbols on both surfaces (Fig. 10). 
One face shows three (clay) tobacco pipes of vary-
ing forms; the letter D; a quadrilateral; a rod with 
star; and a rod with trefoil. The other face shows 
a rod with star, similar to that on the other face. 
Dimensions: diameter 28.19mm; weight 6.67g.

Given the symbols used and the fact that the 
object is not made from precious metal, it seems 
likely it was counter-stamped for use by a mer-
chant, perhaps for advertising purposes. No other 
tokens with clay pipe motifs are recorded on the 
PAS database, but other examples are known, 
including tokens stamped with the name of the 
merchant.20 Other motifs are found on PAS-
recorded Georgian coins, such as the alchemical 
symbol for mercury, floral/sun motif and letters.21 
It seems 1797 pennies and halfpennies were favou-
rite coins to countermark, though these are usually 
found extremely worn, suggesting they were either 
deliberately smoothed to countermark or counter-
marking took place at a later date on an issue of 
prolonged circulation. 
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FIG. 9

Lead-alloy toy coach, from Tower Hamlets, London.

FIG. 10

No. 7: Copper-alloy token, from Bradfield, West Berkshire.
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8. Weybridge, Surrey (PAS database SUR-
9D04D6; finder Tony Burke; identification and 
recording David Williams, Surrey FLO).

Gilded copper-alloy medallion of George III (r. 
1760–1820), commemorating his return to health 
in 1789 (Fig. 11). The obverse shows the bust of 
George III facing right, and the inscription 
‘GEORGIVS III DEI GRATIA’ (George III, by 
the grace of God). The reverse shows a crown, with 
foliage on either side, and the inscription below 
‘RESTORED/TO/HEALTH/MARCH: 11/1789’. 
The object is pierced with a round hole at about 
190˚ (obverse); this is directly along the axis of 
the bust. Dimensions: diameter 21.06mm; weight 
2.48g.

George III suffered recurring mental illness 
throughout his reign, his health deteriorating sig-
nificantly during the 1780s. In February 1789 the 
Regency Bill, authorizing George, Prince of Wales, 
to act as Prince Regent, was introduced and passed 
in the House of Commons. However, before the 
Bill was passed in the House of Lords, the King 
recovered. This medallion was struck at this time. 
Following the death of his youngest daughter, 
Princess Amelia (2 November 1810), King George’s 
health deteriorated again. Parliament resurrected 
the Regency Bill, which became law on 5 February 
1811.22 

An interesting feature of this medallion is 
that it is pierced at 190˚, thus it would have hung 
upside-down if worn as a pendant. Possibly this 
allowed the wearer to view the medallion’s imagery 
and inscription the right way up while worn, thus 
suggesting amuletic properties. Perhaps, given the 
King’s mental health issues, it was a ‘touch-piece’ 
to cure such illness. Alternatively, it could have 
been used (if lifted in the hand while around the 
neck) to pray for the continued heath of the King. 

9. Chalgrove, Oxfordshire (PAS database BERK-
245A92; finder Brian Malin; identification and 
recording Anni Byard, Oxfordshire & West 
Berkshire FLO).

Incomplete lead-alloy toy model or souvenir in the 
form of the British Coronation Chair (Fig. 12). 
The upper half of the chair back and at least half of 
one of its sides are missing. The rear legs are also 
incomplete, and the object is worn. Its moulded 
decoration is broadly faithful to the form and dec-
oration of the actual throne in Westminster Abbey. 
The front of the object has irregular mouldings 
within a panel, mimicking the rough surface of the 
Stone of Scone, the coronation stone of Scotland. 
The sides of the chair have panels accommodating 
four arches above two quatrefoils. The back is 
apparently undecorated. The extant legs are formed 

FIG. 11

No. 8: Gilded copper-alloy medallion, from Weybridge, Surrey.
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FIG. 12

No. 9: Lead-alloy toy Coronation Chair, from Chalgrove, Oxfordshire.

10. Ludlow, Shropshire (PAS database HESH-
40E833 & HESH-408A03; finder Chris Webb; 
identification and recording Peter Reavill, Here-
ford & Shropshire FLO).

Pendant made from a copper-alloy farthing of 
George V (r. 1910–36). The profile of the king has 
been drilled, cut and filed to form an openwork 
roundel of the royal bust (Fig. 14). This work has 
been finely executed, carefully following the profile 
of the face, the back of the head, and the internal 
line which divides the inscription from the field; the 
reverse image of Britannia has been ignored by 
the pendant maker. The coin has been pierced 
at the top, for suspension. Dimensions: diameter 
20.1mm; thickness 1.2mm; weight 1.7g. 

Originally the obverse of the coin depicted the 
bust of George V, facing left, with the legend 
‘GEORGIVS V DEI GRA: BRITT: OMN: REX 
FID: DEF: IND: IMP’ (George V, By the Grace of 
God, King of all the Britains, Defender of the 
Faith, Emperor of India). The reverse would have 
shown Britannia seated, facing right, in her raised 
left hand a plain trident. Her right hand is shown 
resting on the upper left edge of a large oval shield 
bearing the Union Flag. Above Britannia would 
have been the inscription ‘FARTHING’ with the 
date below; the latter was probably 1913. It is not 
certain how the pendant functioned, possibly on 
a necklace or more likely on a fob watch chain. 

of lions. Dimensions: height 42.73mm; width 
30.66mm; depth 19.46mm; weight 43.7g.

The Coronation Chair was commissioned by 
Edward I (r. 1272–1307) to contain the Stone of 
Scone (or Stone of Destiny) which he had taken 
from Scone Abbey in 1296. The chair, alternatively 
named King (or Saint) Edward’s Chair after 
Edward the Confessor (r. 1042–66), has been used 
as the coronation throne of most anointed mon-
archs since 1308 (coronation of Edward II), with 
the exception of Mary II (r. 1688–94) who was 
seated upon a replica beside her husband (William 
III, r. 1689–1702) at their coronation; Edward V 
(r. 1483) and Edward VIII (r. 1936) were never 
crowned. The four gilded lions, which serve as legs 
on the chair, were added in the early 16th century, 
and then replaced in 1727.

This object is very similar to leaden replicas of 
the Coronation Chair made by J. Renvoize & Co. 
of London, to celebrate the coronation of Edward 
VII in 1902. Complete examples have on the back 
of the chair ‘made in London’ and the monogram 
‘J R & Co’ in raised moulding. Most, it seems, were 
once gilded. Similar souvenirs were made by the 
toy manufacturer W. Britain (later Britains) for the 
coronation of George VI in 1937 and Elizabeth II 
in 1953.23 A parallel for the Chalgrove throne was 
found at Garforth, West Yorkshire (SWYOR-
D0C917) in 2009, and is broadly similar in form, 
but clearly not of the same mould (Fig. 13).
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FIG. 13

Lead-alloy toy Coronation Chair, from Garforth, West Yorkshire.

FIG. 14

No. 10: Copper-alloy pendant, from Ludlow, Shropshire.
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The wear of the coin suggests that it had been in 
circulation some time before being augmented.

Also found on the same site was a broken 
and misshapen silver finger-ring (HESH-408A03), 
comprising only the bezel and both shoulders, the 
hoop being lost (Fig. 15). The bezel is decorated 
with a centrally positioned Teutonic cross, filled 
with black enamel. This sits within an oval filled 
with white or enamel. This oval is also encircled 
with a much finer band of decayed enamel, which 
in places seems to be white, mid-grey or black in 
colour. The shoulders of the bezel may also have 
been decorated, as lentoid shapes are apparent on 
one shoulder, but these marks might also be acci-
dental. Dimensions: length 19mm; width 12.5mm; 
thickness 1.3mm; weight 1.5g.

It seems likely that the design on this ring is 
intended to be the Iron Cross, awarded to German 
soldiers for bravery (issued 1813, 1870, 1914 and 
1939). A finger-ring with a similar motif was 
found near Ercall, Shropshire (HESH-0E2B96) in 
2011.24 

The finds from Ludlow were found in vicinity 
of a Second World War prisoner-of-war camp, 
known as Camp 84. This was classed as a ‘German 
Working Camp’ of ‘Standard Type’ for low-risk 
prisoners who were expected to undertake agricul-
tural, construction or industrial work, filling jobs 

left vacant by British men recruited to fight in the 
war. Such camps housed about 750 prisoners and 
consisted of a tented camp, compounds for guards 
and prisoners, garden plots, and a recreation 
ground. An outer plain wire fence and an inner 
barbed wire fence helped secure the prison.25 The 
camp’s water tower, the only upstanding remnant 
of brick construction at Ludlow, was demolished 
in 2012. 

Given the nature and date of the objects 
recovered near Camp 84, it seems likely that they 
were items worked by prisoners during their free 
time. Such objects were sometimes traded, while 
others were retained or given as gifts. Over time 
prisoners developed friendships and relationships 
with local people, and some even stayed in the 
places where they were imprisoned after the war. 

11. Hinton St George, Somerset (PAS database 
SOM-AE96C7; finder Kevin Chant; identification 
and recording Laura Burnett, Somerset FLO).

Copper-alloy finger ring formed from a 1940 
penny coin of George VI. The ring is D-shaped in 
section, convex on the outer side and flat on the 
inner (Fig. 16). The outer side is corroded but 
appears plain. On the inner side can be seen the 
remains of the design; it reads ‘ONE PENNY’, 
with Britannia’s helmet between the words, and the 
date ‘1940’. Dimensions: diameter 20mm; width 
4.9mm; thickness 1.4mm; weight 2.21g. 

Originally the obverse of the coin depicted the 
bust of George VI, facing left, with the legend 
‘GEORGIVS VI D: G: BR: OMN: REX F: D: 
IND: IMP’ (George VI, and the rest as above). The 
reverse would have shown Britannia seated, facing 
right; in her raised left hand a plain trident; her 
right hand rested on the edge of an oval shield 
bearing the Union Flag. Around Britannia would 
have been the inscription ‘ONE PENNY’ with the 
date (1940) below.

It seems likely that elements of the coin design 
have been deliberately retained through the shap-
ing of the ring. The date suggests that the coin was 
made during the Second World War (1939–45) by 
a prisoner of war (see No. 10 above) or maybe 
made for a sweetheart left behind when the maker 
or buyer was sent to war. 
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FIG. 15

No 10: Silver finger-ring, from Ludlow, Shropshire.
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FIG. 16

No. 11: Copper-alloy finger-ring, from Hinton St George, Somerset.

NOTES

1 Peters & Wilkinson 2010.
2 Wilson 1946, 19–20.
3 See vervel inscribed ‘Sr Robert Lee + / of Bilseley’, 

found at Billesley, Warwickshire (PAS-B05027) and 
another, inscribed ‘Witt + Shawa ++ / of + Melsemby 
B +++’, found at Melsonby, North Yorkshire (DUR-
756E12), for example (Richardson & Lewis forthcom-
ing; Lewis 2012, 324–6). 

4 DEV-DB8181.
5 Copper-alloy examples include KENT-C6C258. 

Silver examples include WMID-338537 (2007 T324) 
and BUC-575178 (2008 T78).

6 LIN-99D7B1 (2003 T309) bears the arms of the 
Calvert family (Attwood 2003, 131–2).

7 Gules in chief a castle argent and in base a lion 
passant guardant or (with thanks for Clive Cheesman 
for the heraldic language).

8 This was found on the Isle of Wight (IOW-
CB8123).

9 Egan 1987, 185–7.
10 Egan 1987, 186. Cat. 1201 (found in London), 2344 

(unknown), 3266 (unknown), 4336 (London), and 
possibly also 1475 (London).

11 A silver ‘pine tree’ shilling, also dated 1652, was 
found at Middlewich, Cheshire (LVPL-1CFD55) in 
2005, and an ‘oak tree’ two-pence dated 1662 was 
found near Brighstone, Isle of Wight (IOW-D80EF7) 
in 2004.

12 Sylla 1982, 24.
13 Newman 1973, 101–2; see also Jordan 1997.
14 Sylla 1982, 24.
15 Forsyth & Egan 2005, 149.
16 See for example DUR-2F2D86; Lewis 2011, 

333–4.
17 Forsyth & Egan 2005, 317.
18 Forsyth & Egan 2005, 321, no. 10.10 (MOL: 

98.2/416). See also Egan 1996, fig. 39.
19 Forsyth & Egan 2005, 322, no. 10.12 (MOL: 

98.2/396). See also Egan 1996, fig. 40.
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20 Found on coin dealers websites/eBay [accessed 
6/6/13] was a George III 1797 ‘cartwheel penny’ coun-
terstamped with a (clay) pipe and heart and the legend 
W. LANE / GLOSTER (sic). Also a George III 1806/7 
halfpenny stamped with five clay pipes. 

21 NLM-49A8F5 (mercury); LANCUM-7A3022 
(floral/sun); SUSS-457C93 (IR), etc.

22 The full name of this Act was An Act to provide 
for the Administration of the Royal Authority, and for 
the Care of His Majesty’s Royal Person, during the 
Continuance of His Majesty’s Illness; and for the 
Resumption of the Exercise of the Royal Authority by 
His Majesty (51 Geo 3 c1).

23 1937 Model Number 1474 (W. Britain) & 1953 
Model Number: 86D (Britains).

24 No Prisoner of War camps are known in the 
vicinity of this find.

25 Thomas 2003, 26.
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